which he desired. When at last the Chris-
tians decided to surrender their church,
Khalifa Abd al-Rahman was already well
advanced in years, so having paid the
agreed sum to them, he ordered the
work to commence immediately. Invita-
tions were sent throughout the Muslim
world to famous craftsmen and designers
for their co-operation in this noble under-
taking. The workshops and studios of
the artisans were busy turning out the
, various requirements, and furnaces and
kilns were producing bricks and tiles of
beautiful designs, while the quarries were
explored for stone and other building
materials.

^The enthusiasm of the
aged Khalifa to complete this enterprise
was so great that he took up his abode
near the scene of construction and spent
many an hour watching its progress. Two
years after its commencement, the mosque
rose above the groves by the River
Andalus, surpassing in height the Alcazar
of Rodrigo. Its graceful rows of double
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